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education of girls, fur whom the literacy figure has gone up bv
150 per cent.

The most literate as well ^ the most illiterate regions of India
are tn be found among the Indian States. Travancore, Cochin, and
Barudi are far ahead of British India in this respect. In Travancorc
roughly half, in Cochin roughly a third, in Baroda a quarter, and
in Bombay, the most advanced Province of British India, a fifth
of the population (men and women taken together) is literate.
In the States of Hyderabad and Kashmir the figure is only ? per
cent. For India as a whole, including both Provinces and States,
die literacy figures are 19 per cent for males and 5 per cent for
females, i.e. 12 per cent for both sexes reckoned together.

For over twenty years now, Le. ever since the Reforms of 1919
came into force in 1921, education in British India has been under
Indian control. Each Province has its own department of educa-
tion, and there is considerable difference in progress between diem.
Secondary and university educadon are well advanced, but for a
variety of reasons primary education has lagged behind.

At die upper end of the educational ladder India is well pro-
vided with eighteen universities (three of them in the Indian
States) with altogether over 140,000 students, including some
Sooo women. A grave problem is the very serious unemployment
among graduates* A university degree has been regarded as the
avenue not only to the coveted Government services, but to
almost every career* Efforts are now being made to divert more
toys in the secondary schools to practical vocational training in-
stead of preparing them for matriculation and a university course.
Although, generally speaking, university standards are lower than
in Britain, the Indian universities have produced many men of
outstanding ability, who to-day fill high positions of leadership
in politics, in die professions, and in the public services. Among
the scientists six Indians are now Fellows of the Royal Society.

The courses at the universities (except in the Osmania Uni-
, Hyderabad) aie given almost entirely in English, and
the high schools all the lessons in the upper classes and the